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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A door latch assembly comprising: 
a release lever movable about a release levex axis; 

a lock lever moveable about a lock lever axis, wherein the release lever and the lock lever 
arc movable between a latched unlocked position, a latched locked position, and an unlatched 
position; and 

a resilient assembly connected between the release lever tmd the lock lever, the resilient 
assembly having: 

a first retainer having a first seat and a first load application feature, 

a second retainer having a second seal and a second load application feature, whemin the 
first se^and tt)e.second ^eat sseat substantially face each othc^, and 

a resilient member supported between the first scat a nd the s econd ^eat sseat and 
positioned between the first load application feature a nd the second load application 
feature&feature. wherein the resilient member is biased to resist a tensile forice applied to both t he 
firs t load application feature and the,second load application feature, the tensile force tending to 
move ,foaturofl that moves the firs t scat an d the second seat toward each other and to move the 
release lever relative to the lock lever when the lock lever and the release lever are in the 
unlatched position. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The door latch assembly of claim 1 » wheiein the resilient assembly acts in a 
non-resilient manner when the release lever and lock lever move from the latched unlocked 
position to the latched locked position. 

3. (ORIGEsIAL) The door latch assembly of claim 1, wherein the resilient assembly acts in a 
non-resilient manner when the release lever and lock lever move from the latched locked position 
to the latched unlocked position. 

4. (CURRENTLY AiMENDED) The door laich assembly of claim 1, wlierein at least one of 
the first retainer and the^second r e tain e i s r etamer includes a recess that receives at least a portion 
of the resilient member. 
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5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 4, wherein the lecess 
includes an additional seat, and wherein the resilient member is mounted between at least one of 
the first seat a nd the s econd seat and the addi tional seat, 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 5, wherein said. at least 
one of the first seat.and me.second seat and the additional seat hold the resilient member in a 
preloaded position. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 6, wherein the additional 
seat comprises a first additional seat and a second addittonal seat, and t he first retainer has thofirgt 
s e at and comprises the first additional seat and the second retainer hoc tho oooond coat and 
comprises the second additional seat 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 7, wherein the first seat 
and the_second ^ea teseat and the first additional seat a nd the second addi tional seatsseat are 
atranged to allow lost motion between one of the first retainer a nd the second retainer and the 
resilient member. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 7, wherein the firet seat 
and the s econd ^ea feseat and the first additional seat and the second Eidditional g e at s seat are 
aixanged to preload the resilient jnean smeTnben 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch iis&embly of chum 7, vvherc-Ln th.?. first 
retainer further o ompri G i n ^compri .^e;; a fir:it projection that projects from the first seal of ihe Hrat: 
retoino f and a first additionals e^eHd projection that projects from the first additional seat-trf^he 
first rotflinor , wherein the resilient member is mounted on the first proieciion and the first 
additional projection se cond projo£ l4e4^. 
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11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 10, wherein the second 
retainer further comprises a ^tfs tsecond projection proi e ctin g that projects From the second seat and 
a second additional p rojection proi e ctin igt hat projects from the second additional seat, and wherein 
the resilient member is mounted on the firs t projection and the first se cond proj e ctiQn fi addttiQnal 
projection of the first retainer a nd the second oroicction and the second additional projection of 
the_second retain e r sr etainer , wherein at least one of the first proicction a nd seeeft ^thc first 
additional projection projectiono of tho flrs tn ^ e iain e r overlaps with at least one of the fi msecond 
projection and the second additional proiccrion p roj e ctionfi of the s e cond n e taiTier. 

12- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The door latch assembly of claim 11. wherein said at least 
one of the first projection and the first additional prQiecrion s e cond proj e ctions of the firat rotainor 
overlaps with said.at least one of the fes teecond projection and the s econd additional 
proiectjon p roj e crions of th e second r e tainer when the release lever and the lock lever are in the 
unlatched position. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A resilient assembly, comprising: 

a first retainer having a first load application feature, a recess with a f irst seat and a first 
additional seat a first projection proj ecting from the finst scat and a first additional projection 
projecting from the first additional sea ta first load application foamro : 

a second retainer having a second seat and a second load application feature, wherein the 
first seat a nd the s econd seat sseat substantially face each other; and 

a resilient member supported between the first seat a nd the second searsscat and having at 
least a portion received by ar-lj2e_rece$s4flHi*-fefbst-efte--e^ v\'he.rcln the 

resilient member is positioned between the first load application featum and the_iiccorid load 
application feateesfeature, and wherein the resih'eni member is biased to resist a tensile force 
applied to both the first load application feature a nd the second load application fcatitrc. the 
tensile force tending to movefe ^uf^Mliai-meves tlie first scat and the second scat toward eaclj 
othe r, wherein the resilient member i$ mourtted belwcei} the first seat arid the Tvr^-x addit:ona[ >:cat: 
and the resilient member is mounted on the first projection and the fir^^i additional proicction. and 
wherein the first jpetainer surrounds the resilient member. 
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14. (CANCELLED) 



15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient assembly of claim 13[[14]], wherein at least 
one of the first seat and the second scat and the first additional seat hold the resilient member in a 
preloaded position. 



16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient assembly of claim 13((14]], wherein the fiist 
r e tainer hag tho firat ooat - and a first additional s e at and t he second retainer has the cocond fio at 
flft ^ftjrthef comprises a second additional seat. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient assembly of claim 16, wherein the first se^ 
and Ihs.second eea teseat and the first additional seat and the s econd additional fi^at sseat are 
arranged to allow lost motion between one of the firs t retainer and the second retainer and the 
resilient member. 

18. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient assembly of claim 16, wherein the first seat 
^d the s econd S6at$seat and the firs t additional scat and the second additional sea teseat arc 
arranged to preload the resilient mem smember . 

19. (CANCELLED) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient asscxnbly of claim i6[[19]], wherein the . 
second retainer further comprises a firrT tsecond projection projecting from the second scat and a 
second additional projection projecting from ihe second additional seat, wliciciii Uie resilient 
member is mounted on the first projection a nd se cond projootionc of tho first and the Tx:si)ient 
member is mounted on the j^econd projection-eP.j^e^- se^^fttj-ffi^affl 

2 1 . (CURRENTLY AMET^»ED) The resilient assembly of c I ciim 20 ^vhe^dn at icasr one of 
the first projection a nd the first additional prQicction i ie cond pm jeet:k^f.-^jC4:hfi-f^^ 

overlaps with at least one of the fifs tsecond projection and the second additional 
projection p rojocta o ftfl of tho aocond r e tain e r . 
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22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient assembly of claim 13 [[ 19]], wherein the first 
pmjection has a different length than the fieeett dfirst additional projection. 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The resilient assembly of claim 13, wherein the first retainer 
and the second retQinGi sr ctaincr arc formed fTt>m a sheet material. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The resilient assembly of claim 23, wherein the sheet material is sheet 
metaK 

25. (ORIGINAL) The resilient assembly of claim 13» wherein the resilient member is one 
selected from the group consisting of a spring, a tube of resilient material, and a block of resilient 
materiaK 

26. (NEW) The door latch assembly of claim 10, wherein the first retainer surrounds the 
resilient member. 

27* (NEW) The door latch assembly of claim 11, wherein the second retainer surrounds the 
resilient member. 

28. (NEW) The resilient assembly of claim 20, wherein the secon d retainer surrounds the 
resilient member. 



14 



PAGE 14/16* RCVD AT S/12/2004 1:09:45 PM [Eastem Daylight rime] ' SVR;USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 ' DNIS:8729306' CSID:124S9888363 ' DURATION (inin-ss):0440 



